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or hostile to the British. French was given the
task of preventing any further advance. By a
series of admirably designed and executed small
offensive actions, he not only held the Boers in
check, but actually cleared the whole area. A
little later the whole aspect of the war had changed.
Lord Roberts, with Lord Kitchener as his Chief
of Staff, had arrived in South Africa, the British
force had been nearly doubled, and, by the end
of January, the advance, that was to end only
with the capture of the capitals of the two Boer
republics, was ready to begin.

Once again the cavalry, under French and
Haig, was to take prominent part. On the I5th
of February, by a long and rapid forced march, it
relieved Kimberley - the first blow in Lord
Roberta's campaign-and, a few days later, Cronje,
one of the most prominent Boer leaders, with a
considerable force, was brought to bay, and sur-
rendered at Paardeburg. A month later, Bloem-
fontein and Pretoria had fallen, and, by Septem-
ber, Lord Roberts informed his Government
that " nothing is now left of the Boer Army but
a few marauding bands/5 and returned home,
leaving the suppression of the scattered Boers
in Lord Kitchener's capable hands.

Throughout all these operations, Haig had
continued to serve as Staff Officer to General
French, and while to General French as com-
mander must belong the chief credit for the long
series of actions which had known no reverse, yet
it is not unfair to claim for Haig some share. The